      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 17th July 2017 in Rufford Village Hall
Present: Cllrs. Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Pickavance
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham   
There were three members of the public.
415/17  To receive apologies:
Cllrs. Bycroft,Clarke,Fairclough
LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope
416/17         To consider and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 19th June 2017.                
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th June 2017 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
417/17         To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE

418/17  To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
The meeting was adjourned.
Neil of Rufford Fisheries had a few issues with planning on his site. Could the Parish Council look into the problem?

The meeting was reconvened.

419/17      To consider planning applications as below:

2017/0478/OUT    7, Church Road, Rufford

Construction of four dwellings.

It was resolved that the Council do not support this application.
2017/0602/FUL         231, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey extension to side/rear.

It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application.  
2017/0622/FUL        Tweedside, 235, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Single storey extension to rear of property,replace existing flat roof to garage.

It was resolved that this council  should support the above mentioned  application.  
Ongoing planning appeals.

NONE

Ongoing planning

NONE

Planning decision granted
2017/0419/FUL 11, Church Road, Rufford

Erection of two storey/single storey rear extension.

2017/0400/FUL 90, Liverpool Road, Rufford

Demolition of existing garage and construction of two storey side extension and fron porch.

Planning decisions refused.

2017/0453/FUL  Pear Tree Cottage, Flash Lane, Rufford

Proposed detached garage following demolition of timber sheds.

2017/0241/FUL Land to the West of Alsley Lodge Retirement Home, Station Road, Rufford

Demolition of existing bungalow and relocate a replacement dwelling .

420/17      To authorise payments of the following accounts:

022223  B Mawdsley  Park maintenance




£141.00

022224  CJ Pennington   Grass cutting June




£406.80

022225  K Newsham     Clerk   Salary,expenses and admin.


£540.64

022226  WLBC trade waste   Rufford & Holmeswood village halls

£265.93

022227  Rufford CE Primary School defibrillator pads etc.


£162.57

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.

421/17 Annual return

Submission of annual return for the financial year ending 31st March 2017 to Council’s Internal Auditors.

The Council noted the information.
422/17  Flood Risk

Cllr. Gordon met with Kim Webber and showed her around the parish area looking at infrastructure, including various pumps etc.

The Council noted the information.

423/17     Highways and footpaths
Cllr Fairclough reported a 4/5 inch sink hole at Beech Close,Eastern footpath, Rufford,L40 1TA.
It was resolved by the Council for the Clerk to report the issue to LCC Highways.

Cllr. Pickavance reported work has been done on Holmeswood Road, responsibility of Greenbelt Company, but some trees had not been crown lifted to 6 metres.
It was resolved that the Clerk will contact Greenbelt.

424/17   Public footpaths  
425/17       Village Halls

            Rufford
NONE

            Holmeswood
NONE

426/17      Recreation grounds
Use of recreation ground by Rufford & Holmeswood FC.
It was resolved by the Council that Dynamo FC no longer use the football pitch as from 1st August 2017. Simon Kenyon, Chairman Burscough FC, stated they will no longer use the Rufford Community Park field and will find an alternative venue.  The Clerk will submit a final invoice to them.

It was resolved by the Council to give free use of the Rufford Community football pitch without any charges and a copy of fixtures to be given to the Village Hall Committee.

427/17        Discuss local organisations : children’s/youth
It was resolved by the Council to give a £500 donation to the local Scout group towards refurbishment of the Scout Hut on Flash Lane.
428/17    Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
NONE
429/17 Village Society/ Friends of Rufford Station
NONE

430/17       To note and approve the clerk’s report.

Email was read out by the Clerk sent to him by Lindsay Beaton, Manager, Mere Sands Wood Nature Reserve of a very distressing story of dead hares being left near the reserve. The Clerk contacted the Police Crime Commissioner and Chief Constable stating he was sickened by this senseless cruelty to hares and asked could the police place extra patrols in this area. The Clerk has been informed by Lindsay Beaton a huge percentage of hares have now been killed in the area and has significant implications for the breeding potential of future years and the sustainability of the hare population. The local farmer had not given anyone permission to shoot on their land.
(i) Lorraine Ellwood is the Lancashire Police Wildlife Crime Co-ordination Officer.
(ii)  Ivan Leivers is the officer covering the Rufford area.
(iii)  Louise Fairclough, Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Lancashire Tel: 01772 532010
(iv) All wildlife crime can be reported to the above at www.lancashire-pcc.gov.uk
431/17       To note police information
NONE
432/17     To note the date of the next meeting  of the Parish Council Meeting scheduled for 18th September 2017.
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 18th September 2017.
Chairman closed the meeting  at 9.05 pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
